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maintain aesthetically pleasing improvements with ease of maintenance provisions on the 1.3 acres for 
review and coordination by Denver. CDOT will design and construct 5" Avenue from Federal Boulevard 
to Decatur Street to Denver Public Works standards and approval. 

CDOT and Denver will enter into an intergovernmental agreement (IGA) to address the above 
understanding regarding the reconstruction of Barnum East Park, compensation for impacted acreage to 
convert use from park to transportation, improvements to replacement fields, and the 1.3 acres south of 5~ 
Avenue. Furthermore, the IGA will address areas of responsibilities, expectations, and levels of authority 
for CDOT and Denver Parks and Recreation to work collectively on the design (providing RFP criteria for 
the selection of a landscape architect) and construction (award of a landscape contractor) of the Barnum 
East Park reconfiguration to replace the program in lcind to the most current Denver Parks and Recreation 
standards including ADA compliance and approval. It is understood that any additions to the program will 
be Denver Parks and Recreation cost. 

Modifications to Federal Boulevard from 5ith to 7" Avenue 
On March lgfh, Denver Public Works staff members Jess Ortiz and Crissy Fanganello met with CDOT staff 
Jane Hann, Leela Rajasekar, and Jim Paulmeno to discuss the potential for a locally funded action along 
Federal Boulevard between 5fh and 7th Avenues. The main purpose of the meeting was to determine the 
appropriate level of environmental review and coordination for implementation of the locally funded action 
concurrently with phase 1 of the VHEIS. 

The locally funded action for the proposed safety improvements was discussed as an opportunity to 
coordinate and minimize impacts with the two federally funded transportation actions in the vicinity, those 
being VHEIS and the Federal EA, including 

1. Minimizing direct property impacts to adjacent property owners; 
2. Minimizing construction impacts to adjacent property owners; and, 
3. Achieving cost savings with concurrent construction by one contractor. 

Discussed was the possibility of using a Categorical Exclusion (Cat Ex) as a possible level of environmental 
effort to clear additional safety improvements even though an environmental effort may not be required for 
this locally funded project. Additional analysis and study would be required to fully determine the outcome 
of the Cat Ex process, the discussion on March 19* indicated that a Cat Ex is possible. 

Also discussed was the question as to whether or not Denver would need to submit the improvements 
proposed along Federal Boulevard between 5" and 7" Avenues for consideration by the DRCOG process. 
After reviewing DRCOG's Regionnli'y Significant Project Criteria, it appears that such a submittal would 
not be required for a Cat Ex, as it is less than the required one centerline mile in length and does not meet 
any of the other criteria. 

Future improvements and the appropriate level of environmental effort for the section of Federal Boulevard 
north of 7th Avenue were also discussed. The fact that the Federal Boulevard EA process is being used to 
clear improvements between Alameda and 5* Avenues supports the future use of the EA process for future 
improvements north of 7" Avenue on Federal Boulevard potentially as fir north as 16th Avenue. 

Therefore, Denver requests the following CDOT and FHWA agreements for Federal Boulevard between 
5th and 7th Avenues: 

Approval of efforts to clear the locally funded safety project for implementation with Phase 1 of the 
VHEIS preferred alternative; 
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For a future TIP application by Denver for a NEPA effort to implement the remaining segment of 
Federal Boulevard north of 6th Avenue as defined by the 1995 Federal Conidor Plan, fi-om 7th 
Avenue to 16th Avenues; and, 

* That funding by Denver for the Federal Boulevard safety improvements fi-om 5" Avenue to 7fh 
Avenue will apply toward Denver's required local match for funding of the m P A  effort fiom 7th 
Avenue to 16th Avenue. 

We believe this summarizes the main points reached at the Resolution meeting to allow CDOT and FHWA 
to proceed with a Record of Decision on the 1-25 Valley Highway EIS and for CDOT to prepare the IGA in 
accordance with this letter. We look forward to the next steps in implementing the VBEXS via a phased 
ROD of the preferred alternative by initiating and coordinating phase I design and construction 
improvements including Barnum Park improvements and our locally funded Federal Boulevard project 
from 5' Avenue to 7" Avenue. 

hanager of Public Works 

xc: Councilwoman Kathleen MacKenzie 
Councilwoman Rosemary Rodriguez 
Councilwoman Judy Montero 
Michael Davies, FHWA 
Pam Hutton, CDOT 
Lesley Thomas 
John Overstreet 
Andrea Riner 
Ruth Murayama 
Crissy Fanganello 
Jess Ortiz 

,. 

Kim Bailey, , 
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